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Preface

There ocan be no denial of the fact that the author was
motivated in this undertaking by a strong sense of ethnic
pride. This sense of pride, however, does not minimize the
justification for making this attempt, provided, of ocourse,
that this feeling has not obscured the vision of that truth,

and has not altered a true historical perspective,

Before an immigrant group can assert its political sig-
nificance, it is necessary for that group to engage litself
in a struggle with existing groups. Onee that struggle has
been undertaken, and has been won, the historian can begin
to study that highly interesting and informative story of
American cultural assimilation. In The Itelian-American
Political History of Brooklyn, I have attempted to tell the
story of some of the people engaged in one such ethnlc
strugele, and of thelr roles, individually and corporately,
in the formation of a politically significant community of
Italian-Americans in Brooklyn.
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1 have endeavored to eliminate all sentimentality, and
| to maintain strict adherence to the truth. If failings in
either area should be revealed to me, I will stand ready to

make the proper adjustments.

I should also like to explain the reasons for the
various structural and stylistic methods employed in this
paper. The reader will find that the continuity &s fre-
quently difficult to follow, particularly in the later
chapters. Because of the political complexity of Brooklyn, |
twenty~-two or twenty-three political communities, and the .
fact that outstanding montributions have been made at dif-
ferent times with different stresses, the chronological
chapter divisions will make the paper seem somewhat disorg-

anized. Be assured, however, that under the ocircumstances, |

the structure used was the best that could be devised, gilven

the topiec and its involvements.

[
i

In addition, to some there will be the burden of
statisties and election figures. These, 1 hope, will Dbe
of interest to the historical eritic. To others there will
be certain liberties taken by the author that will seem t0
put him in the position of being almost a soecial oritic.

These, I hope, will be of interest to the ocasual reader.

b ek T E P R e R e e g el B o e i e - B R o i e i Y R S Wk P g e He [l
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Although I am sure the oeritics of the paper will never
number more than three, and the interested readers will neve

reach that total, 1t is nevertheless the fanciful dream of

the author to interest the small few who will be looking fron

both perspectives. I trust the readers will bear with me in

this.

In eddition, I would want it clearly understood that

I am wware of certéin shorteomings of this project. The
euthor concentrated on presenting & research projeot, and
has therefore posed no problems, given no molutions, and
failed to excite the literary cliques in not transcending
the clearly self-imposed limitations. The purpose of this
paper, as primarily a researoh project, has eliminated any
of the previously mentioned considerations. Secondary
considerations have necessitated loose adherence to the
firmly defined 1limits, but even this h&s been done through

constant and consistent devotion to the initial plan and

purpose of the paper.

In conclusion, I should like to express my appreciation
to those who have been of assistance in this undertaking.
I would like to thank Dr. Joseph A, Ellis, Mr. James Waters
and Mr. Arthur Konop for the organizeation of the paper.

In addition, for granting me interviews, I would like to
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thank Hon. Anthony Je DiG’inma, Hon. John LaCOrte, Hon.,

James V. Mangano, Hon. Louis Priola, and Hon. Stephen C.
Sanzillo,

Frank J, Maechiarola
Brooklyn, New York

April 30, 1962
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Introduction

The great urban centers of the United States are, for
the most pawt, composed of an ethnic and religious poOp~
ulation markedly different from what 1s generally oconsidere
to be the typical American character. New York, with its
large number of Jews; Buffalo, with its extremely high
percentage of Poles; Detroit, with its many Negroes; Boston
traditionally a center for Irish Catholies; and Rhode
I1sland, with a lagge population of Italians, all illustrate
that the character of the urban industrial populations,
particularly along the Eastern coast, isa markedly different
from the charaecter of the rural populations, the while,
Anglo-Saxon, Protestant peoples, traditionally thought to

represent the American ideal.

Americ#, frequently thought of as a melting pot, where

all peoples become one, is,in faet, nothing of the sort.

The large cities throughout the United States are chareacter

1zed by ethnic and religious ghettos. Many groups, 1f not
&t physical odds with one another, maintain an over zealous

identity in the face of attempts by some at amalgamation,

f—— e e T
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and the attempts by others at the more realistic goal of
essimilation. Although the process of assimilation 1s well
on 1ts way toward completion for Southerm European and
Eastern BEuropean immigrant groups, it is well to note that
this process is terminating more than four decades after

the oeritical impact of their immigration. In addition,

there are geographioc areas removed from the concentration
of these newer peoples where the more established citizenry
havey in their. ignorance, failed to change their hostile
feelings toward America's migrant groups of the pre-World
War I era, to say nothing of the more contemporary immigrant

groups.

Needless to say, the Puerto Ricans and the Negroes
remain out of the mainstream of American social interaction
today. Whether these racially dissimilar groups will be
included within American socliety is really only a question

of time. For the present, politicians will be foreced to
contend with this potent political force of the minority

in a manner not unknown to the American political experience

Political leaders eurrently attempt to segregate the
many Negroces in the urban areas and to chart thelr develop-
ment in racially segregated politieal distriets. KNegro

districts have been apportioned by various state leglslaturei
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21n an effort to keep Negro political power concentrated in
‘one area, and then consequently to thwart their progreas
Within the total soocial structure.t This is one method of
?sapping political strength and was used in the past with

‘the national groups as well.

|
| Imigration to the United States has been for any

| number of reasons and has always caused an impact upon the
|American scena. One of the areas that has consistently been

effected, however, has been the political. New groups have

sought political expression almoat in a body, and this en-

1 Of the four Negroc Congressmen in the House of Representat-
ives at the present time, no one of them represents a pre-
| dominately non-Negro distriot. Adam Clayton Powell (D-NY)
represents & district that is 88.5% non-white, and his dis-
trio% bounds districts that are 16.2§% non-white and 3% non-
| white. Williem Dawson (D-Ill) is the representative from
the First Congressional District of Illinois, which has &
population of 92.1% non-white. Robert Nix (D-Pa) represents
& Philadelphia district that ia 73.8% non-white, whilé the
other Congressman, Charles Diggs (D-Mich) represents &
district that could be considered mixed, 133,200 whites to

133,135 Negroes.
There are only four other distriets in the U.S. that are

predominately non-white (2nd Ill.; 3rd Miss.; 2nd N.C.; AL
Hawaii). The Hawaiian District heas few Negroes, however.

Although Negroes represent 11% of the total population,
they represent majorities in 1l.4% of the distriets in a
demonstration of the power of concentration.

The figures used are teken from: U.S. Dgpartment of Com-
merce, Bureau of the Census, Congressional District Data
Book, A Statistical Abstraet Supplement (Distrliceis o 1e
Bighty-Seventh Congmess), (Washington, D.C., U.S. Govern-
Ment Printing Office, 1961).
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deavor, and its success, has been seen in the representation
of these groups in politically important bodies. IV 1s
thusly no accident that the 1917 delegation to Congress was

overwhelmingly influenced in & ma&nner clearly shown with a

listing of these Representatlves:

Joseph V. Flynn
Harry H., Dale

James P. Maher
Fredrick W. Rowe
John J. Fitzgerald
John J. Delaney
Daniel J. Griffin
William R. Cleary
Oscar W, Swift
Reuben L. Haskell 2
The 1917 Brooklyn Congressional delegation consisted
of ten men, seven Democrats and three Republicans. All

of the seven Democratic Congressmen were Irish-American
Catholies. All of the Republican Congressmen were Anglo-

Saxon Protestants. Clearly, religious and ethnic llines
were drawn, the newer group dominating the Democratic Party,

while the more traditional elements restriected themselves

to the Republiean Party.

Today, the parties are not structurally divided as

_ strongly, but the influence of various groups 1s shown over

& Biographies of the Congressmen are found in: Blographical
Direstory of the American Congress (Washington, D.é. - 1928]).
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the entire political framework. Brooklyn's current del-

egation to Congress demonstrates this:

Viotor L. Anfuso

John J. Rooney
Edna F. Kelly

Abraham Multer
Hagh L. Carey
Emanuel Celler
Eugene J. Keogh
John H. Ray S

This group of seven Democrats and one Republican bows

to the three mejor political pressure groups in Brooklyn
today. The Irish, on the political decline, boast four

of the borough's representatives. The Jewish people, who
are soon to assume domination in the borough, boast two,
while the i1talians are represented by one Congressman.
Brooklyn's lone Republican is a Midwestern born Protestant
of conservative leanings. Retiring this year, he 1is the
last of his generation of thought, and will undoubtedly

be replaced by & more progressive figure. In addition,
his district, the Fifteenth, also includes Staten Island

in addition to & safe Republican constituency in Bay Ridge,

Brooklyn.

S The blographies of the Congressmen are found in:
Official Congresasional Direotor of the Eight -Sovanth

ongress (Second Session), (Washington, D.(
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It 1is thus quite apparent that the various immigrant
groups heave made political impressions upon the ¥®orough.
The expression of national origin in political circles has
indeed been vocal in meany instances. Immigrant groups have
fostered thelr ethaic counterparts in the pursuit of pol-
itical office, and these immigrant groups have as well made
very militant pressure groups. After forty years little
has been done to remove the religious and ethnic consider-
ations that play so prominent a part in political machin-
ations. When the 'Wagner-Gerosa-3tark' team was leaving
office, its position was sought after by *Wagner-Beame-
Sorevane', 'Lefkowitz-Fino-Gilhooley' and 'Levitt-Mackell-
diFede', in a demonstration of the respect that the pol-
itical chieftans of New York City have for other than in-
dividual qualifications.

While this is by no means a condemnation of persons
involved in such a practice, it nevertheless indicates that
the voice of a national group, whether a vallid consideratior
or not, 1s loud in the demands for a part in the melectlion
of political figures of prominence. Representatives in
political circles are not alone representatives of politica
philosophy or party eaffiliation, but are usually represent-

ative by the sound of their names, the color of their skin,

e m—m = - g - ——
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the aocents of their parents and the churches to whioh they

belong.

Ethnic and religious considerations, then, and the

insecurity that comes to those in power because of an over-
whelming influx of newer groups are the factors that must
be considered. The shifts in soeial structure that are
caused by immigretion is therefore met by the hostility of
the politically entrenched leaders. Concessions are made,
or they are forced, and issues beocome olouded in bigotry.
Political bosses can attempt to compromise, but in doing

so must be careful not to alienate the more traditional
forces within the politiocal community. If & boss 1is astute,
compromise 1s had, and the problems that are caused by the
newer groups never leave the back room. If & boss is
antagonistie, then a struggle is almost inevitable, and 1t
is almost a eertainty that as his opposition grows, his
strength is sapped, and the battle is loss.

Unfortunately, too many boases have been unable to
see the future before them, and their inabllity to do so
has caused many struggles for political eontrol. For the
Italians in Brooklyn, there has been a combination of com-

bat and concession in the struggle for political self-

assexrtion.
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It will be the purpose of this paper to look at the
Itallan movements into the political sphere and to place
within a proper perspective the impact of Itallian political
figures, and to a limited extent their not unique political
philosophies, upon the history of the borough of Brooklyn.
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Chapter 1

The Early Years

Italian immigration during the Eighteenth and Nine-

teenth Centuries had been scant indeed. The 1850 census

shows that there was a total of 5,645 1tallians in the United

States and its territories, with the Italian population be- '

ing only 0.17% of the total foreign population in the ‘

nation.l

Professor Marraro of Columbia University estimates

that in 1860, the population of the Italian community 1in
New York City was seven hundred (700) or about one-tenth

of one percent of the total population in the eity.z
Marraro's census statisties, eorroborated by the Historicsl

Divsésion of the Kings County Clerk'®s office show the follow-

1 From United States:Census,Census Population of the United
sStates in 1860 (Washington, 1864), p. xxviii as found in

Howard R. Marraro, "Italians in New York During the First
Half of the Nimeteenth Century™, New York History(1945),
ppe. 278~306.

% Ibid., p. 280.
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ing immigration statistics for before 1850:

Years ltaly Siolly Sardinia Total
1820-1830 389 17 33 438
1831-1840 2,211 35 7 2,253
1841-18560 1,690 79 201 1,870
Total 4,190 131 240 4,561

The 1850 City Directory for New York City listed three
lawyers of Italian extrasction, but perhaps the most polliv-
ically ppominent of Italian-Ameriocans was a Brooklyn priest,

Father Charles Constantine Plse.

The founder of 3t. Charles Borromeo's Roman C&atholloc
Chureh in Brooklyn, Pise was the son of an Italian born
father and & native American mother. He was born in 1801
and early in his life entered a Jesuit seminary, from whieh
he later withdrew because of personal reasons. Pise studied
at Georgetown University in Washington and came into contact
with President John Tyler. Pise was by this time & priest
and struck up a friendship with the former Speaker of the
House and United States Senator from Kentueky, Henry Clay.
It was through the influence of Senator Clay that Father
Pise was unanimously ochosen as Chaplain of the Unlted States

Senate for the Twenty-Second Congress in 1832, The seleot-
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ion of Pise as chaplain of a House of Congress marked the

only ooccasion for the holding of that office by a Roman
Catholic.d

For the most part, however, the Italian-American pop-

ulation of this early era was oomposed of Italian politioal
exiles. These immigrants had been diseontent with events
in their homeland and many were foroeed to flee because of
the pressures exerted by the authorities at home. Many of
them as well fled the incursions into Italy by the Austrian
Hapsburgs. These political exiles were generally the most
articulate members of the Italian society. They were, for
the most part, strongly interested in political practice,

and even more deeply interested in political theory.

The earliest of the Italian ilmmigrants, those of
the pre-Revolutionary War days, had been interested in
music, literature and the arts. The political exiles of
the Nineteenth Century shared this common love of culture,

although they were adept at moving into other &areas.

The whole period sees Italian immigration simllar to
- that of the mid-October, 1836 political exile of Gaetano

S The Tablet, One Hundredth Anniversary of the Roman Cath-
olic Diocese of Brooklyn (Brooklyn, Tablet, 1953), p. 66.

|
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de Castillia, Pietro Borsieri, Felioce Argenti, Luigi
Tinelli, Felice Foresti, Giovanni Albinola, Alepandio

Luigl Bargnani and Cesare Bensoni. These eight men had been
placed on an Austrian governmment vessel, and had been es-
corted into New York harbor under armed guard. They were
welcomed by the people, and the press, and onecof them was
recorded a&s having remarked, "The BEmperor of Austria was
mistaken in believing my exilé in America would be & pun-
1shment. The people changed into good that which he design-
ed for evil.™ 4

The exiles were for the most part assets to the
American scene. E. Felice Forestli, who was mentioned
previously, became & professor of Italian Langusage and
Literature at New York University. He also served in the
American diplomatic corps as Consul at Genoa to the Govern-

ment of Sardinia, after becoming an American citizen in

1841, 9

Although the Italian Americans eould become involved

4 Marraro, op. cit., pp. 282-283.

9 giovanni Ermenegildo Schiavo, Italian-American History
(New York, Vigo Press, 1947), Vol. 1, p. 488,
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in American politiocal astion, and Foresti ceould claim hisa
alleglance to the cause of the Whig Paety in 1844, the
Italians seemed much more interested in the polities of
Europe in general and Italy in partiocular. "“Hence they
(the Italians) had little interest in looal éffairs. oo
The organization of the Italian Guard in 1840 showed clearly
3heir ohief interest, for the guard was clearly intended as
& training medium for future soldiers on the battlefields o
Itely.» &

—‘

Because of this intense interest in the affairs of
Italy, many of these lmmigrants became interested in the
spreading of their homeland news through the medium of the
press. Naturally, since most of the immigrants were polit-
lcal exiles and were ardent republicans, thelr press became
voo&al for the liberation of their homeland and an overthrow
of the existing forces. Not only was there opposition to
the monarchs, but there was 8lso Oopposition to the pope.
The lould anti-papal pronouncements of the Italian press in

the United States would lead to a great deal of hossility
between Italian Catholies and Irish Catholics.

On the ¥easls of this ill-feeling over the temporal

® Ivid., pp. 533-536.
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power of the pope, which many Irishmen held %o be a virtusal !
creed, the Italians faced difficulty within thelr own
religious oommuntty.

The hostility of the Irishmen, coupled with thelr
almost absolute control on the American Catholic Chureh,
led many Italians to seek refuge within the Protestant
movement. The Protestant Episcopal Church was particularly
successful in the recruitment of many Itallians, most of them
Northern Italiens, into 1its ranks. In Brooklyn, as well,
the Episcopalians opened a mission church to attiract the

Italians. |

It was not unusual to find that manycof the early
ltalian political figures were members of the Protestant
faith. Not unlike the Catholiecs in the South, they lost
their religion in the face of new surroundings. Amgng
these Protestant figures were: Fiorello H. lLAGuardia,
former Congressman and Mayor of New York City; Anthony
Caminetti, the first Italian Congresaman west of the
Mississippi; the famous Taliaferros, public officers in
Georgia, Florida and Virginia as well as Dante Fascell,

presently in Congress from Florida.

7 The Bpliscopal Churech in Brooklyn was Anunziazione Church
at 67th Street near Fourth Avenue.
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in fashion much like other libertarian movements 1in
exile, the Italian-Ameriecans of this era gave adherence to
societies formed to free their homeland. The *Glovine
Italia Society' was formed for the purpose of freeing the
Italian homeland, after the 'Carbonari' (Charcoal Burners)
was supressed. Soon the New York are&a became the ocenter

for the Italian partisan politieal activity.

L'Buropeo Americeno became the first lItallian language

newspaper, being formed in order to, "maintain alive,"®

as Publisher G, F. Secohi 4i Casall said, ®"among the ita.lian
residents in the United States, their love of their mother
country and to inform them in their own language of the
events in BEurope in general, and of those of Italy in par-

ticular.*™ 8

Needless to say, the Italian authorities were little
pleased with the efforts of Italian-Americéans to spread
republican ideas. But if the Italian-Americans were united
in their epposition to monarchical tyranny, Italian pol-

.8 From a letter by Rocco Mertuscelll to the Hon. Guistino
Fortunato, Minister of Foreigh Affairs of the Kingdom of

Naples, as found in the State Archives at Naples and re-
corded in Marraro, op. oit., pp. 2935-294.
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itical exiles were disunited in their solutions of the prob-

lems of Italy through Republican government. Almost im-
medliately after the appearance of L'BEuropec Americano, com-
petition arose from other newspapers. L'Eco d'Italia was
published as a counterbalance to the earlier paper and ad-
hered to the principles of enlightened Republicanism. A
third paper entered the fray almost immediately, when

L'Eco d‘Italia broke with Mazzini supporters in iss ed-
itorial policy. The new paper, L'Esule Italiano was short
lived, however, as a lack of funds eaused 1t to suspend pub-

lication.9

If the @ontrovery over republicanism, or indeed any

of the political i1deas eoncerning Italian exiles, filtered
into Brooklyn, there was limited market for their words
among ltalian-American residents. There were few Italians

in the City of Brooklyn as the Brooklyn Directory for l1l849-
1850 indicates. The following Itealian names were found
listed:

Bazzerea, John

Bello, John

Bego, Joseph. Painter
Benzel, Alex, stone cutter
Berri, William. o0il cloth mfg.

? Marraro, op. cit., pp. 296-297.
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Blevo, Felix
Brasgso, Mrs. William

Cozinno, Joseph. waiter

De Lano, 0.lL. dry goods

De Lano, S.S. dry goods
Farra, Thomas carpenter
Gatineo, Dago musiclan

I.a Rosa, Peter W. cablnet maker
La Rosa, Zebulon boatmaster

La Rosa, Zebulon carver

Mayo, Augustus importer of watoches
Perrine, A.J. tallor

Pease, John

Pease, Rlohard P. turner

Pattltoa,
Rae, BEdmund
Rae, William

Rea, Ann

Rea, langford physician

Rea, Samuel commission merchant
Rea, Thomas laborer

Spinola, Francis B. harbormaster,
Alderman 2nd Ward

Spinola, John C.
Spinola, John L.

0f these presumably Italian-Americans, the most pol-

1tically prominent was the Alderman of the Second Ward,
Francis B. Spinola. A harbormaster, residing at 90 York

Street, Spinole represented a waterside distriet, far from

heavy in Italian influenoce.

- - - - —_— . e e ———

Spinole was born at Stoney Brook, Long Island, on

March 19th, 182]l. He studied at Quaker Hills Academy in

Dutchess County, and after the study of law was admitted
to the bar in 1844. Spinola was elected to the Board of

Aldermen of the City of Brooklyn from the Second Ward 1n
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1846, 1847 and 1849, He was later elected to the New York
State Assembly in 185656, and the New York State Senate in
1867. Spinola served in the State Senate from 18868 until
1861,

During the Civil War, Spinola served as a Brigadier

General of Volunteers and heading & group known as "Spinola'e

Brigade". He received his comuission on October 2nd, 1862,

"for meritorious conduct in recruiting and organizing a

brigade of four regiments, and accompanying them to the

field."® Spinola was wounded twice and was dischareged from

the United States Army in August of 1868, L°

General Spinola weas a hero, however, before he even

got on the battlefield. The Brooklyn Standard reported:

The friends of General Spinola, and
their name 1s legion, desireous that
he should not leave Brooklyn without

gome testimonial to mark thelr re-
spect for him as a man, approval of

his public services in the legislature

and of his patriotism in offering his
services in the field, and the admiration
of the untiring labor and energy dis-
played in his efrorts to raise a Brigade
for the service, and whieh he has so

successfully accomplished have freaented
him with a splendid charger. 1

i

° Biography of imerican Congress, op. cit., p. 1556.
1l Brooklyn Standard, Saturday, Oet. 4, 1862, p. 3, col. 1.

L
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The founder of the Brooklyn Standard, a Brooklyn
weekly, was Jemes Del Veochio, another prominent Italian-
'1Amnrican of the period. Del Veechio, who founded the
Brooklyn Standard in 18569 enlisted in the Armed Foroes with
the outbreak of the Civil War, and was ecommunlissioned as a
Brigadier Quarter Master for Spinola's Bmpire Brigade, the
unofficial name for the four regiments commanded by the

- general. With the departure of Del Veechio, the following

notice met the readers of the Standarad:

Speétdl Notice

From this date and during the absence
of the Editor and Proprietor with the
Army of the Union, the subscriber will
continue the publication of the
STANDARD regularly every Saturday as
heretofore.

Charles R. Del Vecochio
Brooklyn, Ooctober 11, 1862 12

Charles Del Veochio, who was the brother of James,

continued with the paper until shortly after his brother
died at home of wounds inflicted during the Civil War.
The paper, worked as well with by James' widow, became

defunct shortly thereafter.

another Italian-imerican worthy of note during this

12 Brookl otandard, Saturday, Oct, 11, 1862, p. 2, col. 1.
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period was Charles A, Canavello. Canavello, a Democrat,
 served on the Board of Supervisors from the Eighteenth Ward
in 1863. After an uneventful term in office, Canavello?s

' seat on the Board of Supervisors was won by S. J. Stewart,
a confectioner, running on the Union ticket in the November
1863 election. The Stewart victory, a surprise upset,
caught the Brooklyn Eagle in the error of having recorded

a Canavello wictory. 13

Correction of this error came on Thursday, November
' oth, 1863, when the Eagle reoorded thecfinal vote:

Canavello (Dem) - 153 - 1256 - 278
Stewart (Union) - 145 - 205 - 350

Stewart by 62 14

This defeat ended Canavello's political career and
brought to & virtual standstill the Italian political act-

ivity in Brooklyn.

Italian immigration pieked up at this point, con-

tinuing at a rather 1ncrcased pace, however, its real impact
19 Brooklyn Eeagle, Wednesday, Nov, 4, 1863, p. 2, col. 6

- 14 Brooklyn Eagle, Thursday, Nov. &, 1863, p. 3, col, 3.
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did not begin to be felt until the 1890's. In the three
decades between 1851 and 1880, Italian immigration totaled
18,963,

Italian leadership was present in New York in some
form during this period, and characteristic of this was
Judge Charles Antonio Rapallo of the Court of Appeals, the

highest court in the State of New York. Rapallo served

| on the bench from 1870 until his death in 1887.

Brooklyn, however, could claim little prominence.

i Spinola, the most outstanding Itelian-American in Brooklyn

| up to this time left the City to move to New York, where

-wiglt

he was successful in his pursuit of political office.

The General continued his law praotice and supplemented
it with insurance. He was elected to the House of Repre-
senatatives as a Democrat from the Tenth Congressional
Digtriet in 1886 to the Fiftieth Congress. Spinola was
re-elected to the Fift)y-First and Fifty-Second Congresses
in 1888 and 1890. Spinola died ¥efore the Fifty-Second
Congress met at Washington D.C. on April 14th, 1891, and

was interred in Greenwood Cemetery. 15

16 _. '
Biogrephy of American Congress, op. e¢it., p. 1830,
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With the departure of the older ilmuigrants from the
political scene, a new group of Italian political figures,
from a new generation, and closely involved in the problems
of the new generation, would emerge. Humbaé beginnings,
and socially unaoceptable forefathers would make their
struggles identified with national goéls and national
aspirations of a minority group. It would be & new role
for the Italian-Ameriocans, one that would be made difficult

by the soecial pressures that would be set upon them.
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Chapter 2

The New Immligration

The Italian immigrants of the latter Nineteenth
Century were markedly different from the immigrants theat
had preceded them. The new immigrants were most generally
firom Southern Itely, inecluding Sicily, and were more often
than not of the uneducated and peasaznt classes. These
| lmmigrants were more than political exiles, they were
. economically and socially depressed peoples who were look-
ing for a new life. Indeed, many of them planned to make
thelr money in.ﬁmerican end then to return to thelr home-

leand to en joy the benefits of their labor.

They had been attracted by the streets paved with

; gold, the call of adventure, the adverse conditions at home
r the messages of their 'oompadres' in Ameriocan nations, and
the cheap transportation. They settled not only in the
United States, but also in Argentina, Chile and Brsazll, as

well as throughout most of South America.
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The migration was almost horde like and its impact in

the United States was immediately felt. From this migratior

would ecome however, the ancestors of President Jorge Ales-

sandri of Chile and former President Arturo PFrondizi of
Argentina.

In the United States, the largely unlettered immigrants

settled near the waserfronts in the great urban areas. The}

gathered themselves in ethaic groups in & pattern set by te

many immigrant groups that had preceded them in America.

The 1mmigration figures of this period demonstrate
in figures alone the enormity of this mass movement of

Italians to the United States:

1881 - 1890 = 507,339
1891 - 1900 = 651,893

1901 - 1910 - 2,045,877

1911 - 1920 - 1,109,526
1921 - 1930 - 451 ,315
1931 - 1940 - 67,828 1

Thease unofficial figures apove are verified by the

"almost identieal figures of the Immigration &and Natural-

1 Taexen from the figures of the Brooklyn Borough Historian.
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' lzation Service, which also demonstrete the decline in

immigration after the Immigration Laws of the 1920°'s.

1820 - 1910 - 3,086,356

1911 - 1920 - 1,109, 524
1921 - 1930 - 455,315
1931 - 1940 - 68,028
1941 - 1950 - 57,661
1950 - 1958 - 155,318

(1820 - 1958 - 4,932,202) 2

Although a great many of the early immigrants sought
temporary employment in America, families were soon ealled
for and the United States soon became home. Economic set

backs in the United States in 1893 and again in 1907 boosted
emigration back to Italy, but these movements were largely
obscured by the great immigrations of the period and the

settlement of the United States by these new Italian people.

In 1890, the Italian population in Brooklyn reached
9,963 out of a total foreign born population in the City of

261,700,
= John Kieran (ed),Information Please Almanaec (NY ,1960) ,p32¢€

° Brooklyn Eegle Almanac (1894),(Brooklyn,Eagle Press. 1893 )|,
p- 59- |
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The settlements of the Italians, &s with most forelgn
language speaking groups, soon began to resemble isolated
cities within the city, and from the initial setthement dis-
tricts many "Little Italys"™ began to orop up én different

parts of the city. The initial settlements of the immig-
rants had come in the Mulberry Street area in New York City.

This area had only 416 Italians before the Civil War, as

compared to 35,435 Irishmen, but the area soon became over-

run by Italian immigrants in the period of the 1890's,

The pressures oaused by the rapid influx of this new

element caused the older séttlers to seek new homes in othe
areas of the city. Not only did non-Italians flee from this

onrush, but they were soon joined by sone of the more settled

ltalians who also sought refugecfrom their countrymen.4

soon Italians were seen in growing numbers in Brooklyn?
along the Hamilton Ferry area, along Union and President
alreets, in the Red Hook area, Buttermilk Channel and the

O0ld India Wharf areas. These new seotions beocame known as

the "Little Italys® of Brooklyn.>

4
Schiavo, op. cit., p. 532.

5
Ralph Foster Weld, Brooklyn is America (New York, Columbis
University Press, 1950), p. 135.
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These initial Italian ocenters were later complemented
by settlements in the Navy Yard area, Williamsburg, Green-
point, East New York and Ridgewood. With these pecple came
Italian traditions and folkways. Transplanted from the old
country, the Italians organized with thelr "“ocompadres®™ into
socleties for social purposes, to insure prdper burials for
their members, to promote economio gains in the area of
thelr orafts, to promote athletio interests in the Italian
national pport, bocci, and inevitably, to insure for them-
selves a volce in political developments. The influences of
the Itaelians in social, religious and cultural activity,
admittedly profound, could lead to many studies in them-

selves, however, it ds not the purpose of this paper to be-

ocome involved in these areas.

Suftfice to say, the impact of
the Italians was even felt in the formation of trade union
agssociations, examples of which were the Longshoremsn's
Association of New York, the Padroni Panattieri (Boss Bakers
the Fruit Packers, the United Italian-Amsrican Ice and Coal
Dealers Assoelation, the United Boothlack Protective Ass-
ociation and the Barbers' Association, each of them operat-
ing within Brooklyn, and e&ch of them concerning not only

the Italian economie community, but the trade and commeroe

"of the entire borough itself. 6

6 Ao 1ist of Italian Societies is published in every edition
of the Brooklyn Eagle Almanéac.
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The later Italian immnigrants were not as readily re-
celved in America as were the immigrents of the early and
middle Nineteenth Century, and Italian-Americens were soon
put on the defensive. In 1904, at the order of the out-
golng Secres$ary of War, Elihu Root, Fort Columbus, so named |
since its erection early in the Nineteenth Century, was
're-named' Fort Jay. The reasons for the change in name are
obscured by the passage of time, but the motives of the
secretary have been linked to the anti-Italian feelings that
Were prominent throughout the areas that were confronted

with the Itslian immigrants.

As has been said, one of the most crucisal of the
struggles for the Italian-Amerioans came in tue religious
area, and oddly enough involved their fellow Roman Catholic s|,
' the Irish-Americans. The early Italian immigrants, as had
| been mentioned, were republicans opposed to the monarchical
forms of government, particularly the Bourbons who had
ruled Naples and Sicily in the face of the movements toward
unification. As they opposed the notion of kings, the
Italians generally also carried with them a dislike for the
secular or temporal absolutism of the papacy, as exercised

in the Papal States.

Papal parties and anti-papal parties were much & part
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of Italian politics and while the loyalty to Catholicism
could never be questioned, their was constant struggle over
papal designs in Italy. To many, the struggle for unifica-
tion in Itali in the 1860's was thwarted e¢hiefly by the

foreign aligmments of the popes.

The pope had not beeh withoutv support, however, as the
help given to him by Napoleon III of France was augmented
by Irish volunteers in the Papal Army. In many battles on
the lItalian peninsula, Irishmen met Italians in struggles
over contrasting political-religious ideologies. With the
end of the battles in I®aly, however, conflict was brought
to the sidewalks of New York.

When the Italian psaper, Il Proscritto declared that,
"our chief object of attack will be the papal power, which
for so many ages oppressed mankind and ruined Italy,”" 7
this oould hardly be appreciated by the Irish veterans of
the Papal Wars, who brandished their papal "tin medalst,
The struggle, at first verbal, required little time tom
become & series of pitched battles in the slum areas of

- New York City. It was said, and perhaps understandably so,

that, "it is a notorious fact that many policemen look with

7 Schiavo, op. eit., p. 833.
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good-natured toleration on the New York ruffians? egttempts

to have fun wi th the 'Dago'.a

Needless to say, bigotry had an eftrect on politiocal
life. 1ltalians became more inclined to look with animosity
and distrust toward Irish political leadership. Italigns
had carried forth from their homeland a love of the word
republican, especially sinece it represented the struggle to
free their homeland under Mazzini, Cavour and Garibaldi,
and now 1t became & comuon explanation for them to proclaim,
"Wo like the Damocrats," which became another way of saying

as well, "No like the Irishmen®. °

karlier leaders and earlier wotes came strongly Repub-
lican, however, within a space of time the Demoorats would
have thelr fair representation among the Italian voters.
By 1890, clubs for Italians were established in Brooklyn
on the political level within both the vemocratic and
Republican pamrties. ‘'fhese early clubs, catering to the
needs of the immigrants were¢ short-lived however. The
Italian Republican Club was founded in 189@ and lasted just
s Iblid., p. 534.

9. Ibid., p. 53l.
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| four years under the leadershlp of Thomas Cacclola. The
club had its headquarters at 20 Union Street. The opposite |
number was Antonio Caffiero's Italian Democratic Club of F
whish little was heard politically. Although Caffiero did
not play & role in the events of his party, Thomas Cacciola |

emerged as the Republican ecandidate for a seat on the Board

of Aldermen in 1897%.

Barllier political figures appeared on the Republican

line and in the election of 1889 in the Ninth Senatorial
Distriet, C.L. Sicardi lost by 1,993 votes in a bid for
the State Senate. In the next year, another Italian,
Robert Caccavajo ran last among the candidates of the major
parties for a seat dn the Board of Alderman in the Eighth

District. Caccavajo, also & Republican, recelived a total

of 14,292 vbtes. 10

By 1892, however, the politieel c¢lubs began to grow

lo.All the election statistics used in thlis paper, with
. exceptions that will be noted, have been taken from the
Brooklyn Eagle Almenac. The elections statistics may be
found in the @appropriaste editions, depending upon the
election year in question., Becsause of the ready avail-
ability of these statlisties, the election results will not
be footnoted in the future. Elections in 18938 for example
would be found in the 1894 edition, for exam-le, and this
procedure is carried forth for all 6f the elections in
question.
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in number. The Ausonian Club of 687 Fulton Street was form-
ed with a c¢laimed membership of one hundred under the pres-
ideney o S. Marchisio. The Second Nard Italo-Amsrican

Club of 62 Union Street also began to funetion with A, Gross
ag its first president. 1In addition, Frank Castellano began
the Citizens'! Dgmocratic Club with headcuarters at nearby

65 Union Street. In 1894, Antonio Lessa succeeded Castelleng
as President of the Citizens' Demoeratic Club. This was the
beginning of Italian politieal operaticns in the South
Brooklyn-Red Hook areas, seetions that would develop into

the souree of Italian political strength in Brooklyn.

In 1892, as well, one of the warliest political leaders
in the Italian community began to pperate in the sphere of
polities. Francis L. Correo, an attorney, and la&ter to be-
gome an Assistant bListriet Attorney in Kings County, formed
the Kings County lItalian Demoer&atic Club with headquarters
at 20 Union Street. The e¢lub c¢laimed a membership of five
hundred members, and within a year moved 1its headquarters
to President Street near van Brunt. From these beginnings
would come Qorré&ao's prominence in politics as the President
of the Italian American Political Union, an association that
would solicit delegates from the Italian Democratic Clubs

in Kings County, and sought to be the volce for Italian-
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Americans in Kings.ll

Corrao, who would be the first Italian-4dmerican to
recelve a political prize from the Kings County District
Attorney, as Assistant District Attorney, also gained prom-
lnence Irom hils association with many of the social clubs
that catered to the needs of the Italian coammunity. These
organlizations would prove to be political assets, as would
be demonstrated by the case of Corrao's brother, Charles S.,
who was President of the Columbus Social Club of the Sixth
Ward. The interest of the Corrao brothers would benefit
Charles, who was made a e¢aptain in the Police Department of
the Uity of New York, one of the first Italian-Americans
10 gain prominence in that department of the city govern-

ment.

In 1892, the Columbus Political Union was also estab-
lished, with incorporation dating from August lst of that

year.lz The club had its headquarters at 137 Jay Street
and began its operations with six branches inm assoeiastion.
11 .

Weld, op. cit., p. 145.

14 Incorporation papers were fiied wi th the County Clerk of

i sings County and may be found in the county records of the
County Clerk.
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Although the Columbus Politieal Club was not highly cen-
tralized, and was not strongly led, suffering at the halfs
- o a rapid succession of chief exeeutives, the Columbus
Political provided & means toward the consolidation of
other Italian clubs. It began a program stiressing coopera-

tion emong many of the'olubs that were formed within the

Italian eommunities of Brooklyn.

The Columbus Political Club was re-incorporated on

January 1l0th, 1900 and was re-named the Columbus Demoecratie
Union. With its political aftriliation clearly defined, the

union began to operate more effectively through its increas

ing numbar of branches.

The purpose of the Columbus Democratic Union according

to 1its papers of incorporation was as follows:

The particular objects for whieh

the corporation shall be formed
are as follows:

Primarily, for the general welfare
and politicel union of the Italians

under the auspices of Demoeraoy, and

3econdarily, for their moral, in-
tellectual and social elevation
according to the principles of

american Citizenship and the In-
- stitutions of this Country. 13

Lo From incorporation papers filed with County Clerk (Kings
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The organization planned to establish,'"Branches in all

the Italian quarters". The seven directors of the corp-

oration were:

Leonard Rossi, 137 Jay Street, Bklyn

Joseph Pitetti, 196 Prospect St., Bklyn
Géetano Romano, 396 Court St., Bklyn
Antonio Vigliante, 466 Adelphi St, Bklyn
James Rollo, 121 Classon Ave., Bklyn
Francesoo Provenzano, 599 Liberty Ave.,

Bklyn
Vincent Palermo, 4th Ave. and 94th St.,

Bklyn
The incorporation papers were signed by Joseph Glambalveg
8 Notary Public of Kings County (#41). an Attorney and
Counsellor-at-Law of 86 Court Street. Giambalvo, who acted
as the notary, became familiar in Brooklyn politiocal ciroles

in later years.

Some of the eérlier office holders of the Union were:
Leonard Rossl, Charles Sasso, James Tossinni, Pietro Gallo,
Michele Petrella and Antonio Vigliante. None of these figures

wé&s sirong enough however to provide for a careful develop-

ment of the Union, as the turnover beceame frequent and the

1 club suftrered from it.

While the Columbus Union shows extensive operations on

paper, none of 1its leaders show up on the list of Democratioc
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| County Committeemen in Kings. The c¢lubs were however many
in number and no doub¥y exeroised some influence on the looal
levels. JAmong the clubs affiliated with the Union were

the Columbus Demooratic Club of the Second Ward located

at 38 Front Street and the Columbus Demooratic Club of the
rifth Ward. The Second Ward Club was organized in 1899 and

was absorbed into the Union in 1902, The Fifth Ward org-
anlzation was formed through M. Borgia and held its meetings
at 1%s headquarters located at 20 Navy Street. A4Another

club formed along the same lines and later to become an 111-;
tegral part of the Columbus Demoeratic Union was the Six-

teenth Ward Coldlumbus Democeratic Club. Formed under F.L.

Morvillo, the Sixteenth Ward Club operated from 47 Rochester

Avenue.

4 corresponding Columbas Democratic Club of the
Twenty-Fourth Ward also began to function under President
Chieffo. The club, with headquarters at 73 Troy Avenue
was & short tem operation. In the Twentieth Ward,
Vigliante, & director of the corporation headed a Columbus

Club along with A. Ciccaraldo that was also brought into
the Union.

Columbus Democratic Clubs began spreading throughout
the entire borough. In the Bighth Ward, the Columbus Dem-



ocratiec Club was loceated at 119 39th Street, and was di-
rected by President G. R. D'Antonio. A, Migenone founded

the Columbus Demooratic Ward of the Sixteenth Ward, however,

this e¢lub, riddled with factional disputes, soon disappeared
from the Union. Under James Rollo, another director of the

Union, and presiding officer in the Columbus Democratic

Club #5, another club began operations at Kent Avenue. Thig
club later changed its name to the Andrew Jackson Club, eand

passed from the political scene during the mid-twenties.

Another Columbus Demoeratic Club was formed in the
Seventh Ward in 1902, but this c¢lub was actually & paper one
and did not last. In addition, a Coliumbus Demooratic Club

| was also formed in the Thirty-First ward. Tne Columbus
Democratic Club of the Twenty-3ixth Weard was formed in 1902
and from it would evolve the Biagio Rizzo Democratic AssOo-
lation. Another of the early Columbus Union clubs was the
the Columbus Democratic Club #7 formed in the area of
Bensonhurst at 92nd Street and Fourth Avenue., The club

was led by another director of the Union, Vincent Palermo.

Although it would appear that from the struoture of
these c¢lubs that the Italien-dmericans should have & mean-

ingful voiee in Democratic Party circles, the oppesite

was true. The politicelly minded citizenry gave little
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heed to these clubs and they were 8lso lgnored by the
politically secure Demooratic Regular Orgesnization. 4aAs a
result these ¢lubs were practically powerless. There was
no representation of the leaders of the Columbus lemocratic
Union on the all powerful County organizations such &as

the County Executive Committee of Kings, and indeed there
were few Itallians on the entire County General Commhttee.

. From the beginnings of Italian immigration until the 1900's,
only four Italian names &@ppear among the members of the

| Democratic County Committee. These Comultteemen were:

J. Sufra of the Twehty Seventh Ward in 1896; Charles Réasslga
of the Seventeenth Ward in 1897 and 1898; Joseph Lamaire

of the First Ward in 1898 and Fred Biba of the Fifteenth
Assembly Districet who served from 1899 until 1902.

The Democratic Union did not completely represent the
Italian-Americane of Kings County as other organizations
began to enter the onicture. On January 29th, 1901, the

Italian Republican Club of Kings County filed & petition

of incorporation, for the purpose of, "social intercourse,
' the dissemination of political literature and the educatim

of American citizens of Italian birth in the tea&achings of
the Republican Party."” 14

‘ From incorporation papers filed with County Clerk (Kings)
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This organization under the Presideney of V. Angelorno
appealed on March 1st, 1901 for another incorporation under
the title of the Italian Republiean Club of the Borough of
Brooklyn with the same directors and for the same expressed
purpose. Thils organization did not last very long, but

nevertheless does demonstrate the diversity of Italian

political thought in terms of party philosophy and party

affiliation.

The Itvalian-Americens had & greater number proportion-

ately on the Repmblican committees than they did on the

vemoceratic, although the numberws were gtill rather insig-
nificant.

Robert Nimmo was on the County Committee of the Re-
publican Party from the Eilghteenth Ward from 1890 to 18923;
William DeNepe served in 1892 from the Thirteenth Ward;
Robert Caccavajo represented the Eighth Ward in the Same
year; Eugene Berrie was also a member in 1892 from the

seventh Ward, and John Petrie, Jr. was & representative from

the Thirteenth Ward in 1892,

When in 1893 the County Comuittee was recuced in size
by three-fourths, the Italian representation was substantial
ly reduced as well, John J. Petrie continued to represent

the T-irteenth ward, and Paul DeFere represented the Twenty-
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Fourth Ward in 1897 and 1898. Other Italian-Americans on
the Repub_ican County Committee included Robert Nimmo in
1899 from the Twenty~-Eighth Ward, James Niblo in 1899 and
1900 from the Twenty-Third Assembly Uistriet, and Charles
Francisco from 1900 until 1903 in the delegation of the
Twenty~First Assembly District.

On a very important post in the County Executdve
Comnittee, Eugene Amelisa represented the Fourteenth Assembly
Vistrict on the Republican leadership level imn 1900, 1901
and 1902,

The leaders of the Democratic and Republican Party in
the Italian olubs did not occupy significant positions of
¥lther power of esteem within the organizational ranks.
This is shown by the fact that in no notable instance did
& leader of the early national clubs appear on the election
baliot as the choice of the party, or appeer in the councils

of the party hierarchy in the borough.

In their stead on the ballots, other Italians appeared,

more closely alllied with the regular organizations. In
some lnstances, however, lItalians appeared on the election
line in the most unlikely of places. This happened in the

race for the New York State Senate from the Seoond Senator-
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lak D&striet in 1893, 1In that eleotion W, A, Montignani
ran on the Prohibition ticket. Needless to say, the
'Italian dry' 4id not fare well at all receiving 283 votes

out of more than 35,000 cast.

A ma jor set back for the Italians occurred in 1895,

when an Italian Republican fourth in a rage for two County
Judge positions. Paul DLeFere trailed his two Democratic
opponents, while his Republican co-~candidate, Aspinall,

was at the head of the ticket. Although the race was not
lost by a particularly large margin, De Fere being 956 votes
behind one of the wictors, the faet that the both Democrats
outpolled e Fere while the other Republican was vietorious
could not be regarded as particularly favorable to Italian

candldates seeking borough-wide positions.

In 1898, one of the most prominent of Italian-Americans
in the Republiean Party, Charles H. Francisco, was elected
to the Board of aldermen from the Seventh bistriect. Fran-
clsc¢o, running behind two other Republicans running for the
three seats on the Board, was nonetheless elested. In
that election, Franciseo polled 11,891 votes while the
fromt-runner, Republican Williams garnered 12,182. The

closest candidate to Franceisco, Demoerat Helgans, polled

10,311.
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Franciseo, who was to become & prominent figure
constantly in the ‘'twenty-First Assembly District, was also
elected to the New York City Council in 1897, to become one
of the earliest of Brooklyn legislators to represent & part
of the borough in the City Council of Greater New York§ The
‘vote for the three Councilmenic seats saw Franclsco, running
with Citizens' Union as well as Republicean endorsement,
win & elose contest while coming in fdérst among the can-
didates. Franciseo, who had finished 191 votes behind his
running mate Williams in 18986,gained these votes in addition

to seventy-two more in his vietory in the 1897 electlon.

While Francisco was faring well in one election, anoth g
ITtalian Republican was also runuaing, but with muech poorer
luck. In the Ninth Councilmanic oOistrict, Thomes Caceciola.
a leader in the early Italian Republican movement and the
former President of the Italisn Republiean Club, finlshed
a poor seventh in an unsuccessful bid far the City Council.

Denied the endorsement of the Citizens' Union, Cacciolsa
barely edged nhis Republican mate, Dierking, in the elght

man bid for three seats in the Ninth udistrict.

In snother unsuccessful bid, Republican Trotte was

handily beaten in his race for the New York State Assembly

|
|
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from the rourteenth Assembly Distriet. Trotte received
1,560 votes as opposed to Democrat Schmidt*s 5,481 in the
1897 contest.

By the turn of the century, the Columbus Political

Club's Central Committee organized in the downtown Brooklyn
are& with Vincent D'Agrosa serving as both President and
Secretary. D'Agrosa left polities after this stint, how-

ever, when he took a Civil Serviee Exemination and was made

an lnterpreter in the Supreme Court.

By 1900, then, the Columbus Union was beoming the main
wehicle for ltalian politiceal expression within the Dem-
ocratic Party, while the Republiecan Party, although lacking

in specific national clubs, was able to call upon the

Italian-Amerieans that were assimilated into the various

organizational e¢lubs throughout the borough.

The Italian-Americans had not been welcomed with open
arms, &8s lindeed, they were, "less (than) exemplary citizens "|
who settled, "in Brooxlyn because the Mediterranean ships

put in at that port, (and)... occupied a few bloeks along

the waterfront.™ 19

| 15
Herold Coffin Syrett, The City of Brookilyn, 1865-1898:

)

| A Politieal History (New York:Columbia U. Press,1944),p.2336.




49

"Residing in tenements, located in the most thiokly
popul&ted portion of the eity, the Italians' living eon-

ditions approached the barbaric.™ 16

Nevertheless, these 'barbarians' were beginning to
make not only social and economic inroads, but political
ones as well. N. Grills organized an Italian Republican
Club in 1899 with headguarters at 202 High Street. Grilla
held the offiee of president until 1904, when the club was
disbanded for lack of support. Countering the Republican
influence of course was the Columbus Democratic Union. The
Union, which had at one time brancned out thorough the en-
tire borough, limited itself to two branches. Under the
control of Nicholas Piro and Geetano Pizzo, the clubs were
located at 161 Bridge Street and at York and Front Streets.
The operations of both of these central headquerters were
in the formes of complementing the regular Demooratioc org-

anization in their pursuit for Italian votes.

By 1914, however, under Brooklyn's long-time Democratioc
chieftan, John McCooey, the Columbus Union wad disbanded as

a8 union of Italian c¢lubs, and the member clubs of the old

16
Ibid., p. R37.
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union were urged to join the regular Democratic clubs in
thelr respective Agsembly fistricts in order to eftrect a
smoother running Democratic organization. The move of the
leader was for the purpose of insuring the dominance of
the county struceture in the organization, to end factional
disputes, and to provide for power on the local level
for the Italians rather than through a ecounty-wide organizas
tion that would rivel the regular machine. The move by
McCooey was mede in the face of the problems caused by the
Progressive Party and the recent difficulties that the

regulars were having with dissatisfied groups that were

allied. 17

In 1898, Antonio De Martini, who would become one of
the first Italian-Americans in the Republican hier&archy on
the regular orgenization level, emerged as & candidate for
the New York State Assembly from the Third Assembly Dis-
trict. De Martini ran a poor second behind Democratic

candidate James J. MelInerney in that South Brooklyn-
Cobblehlll district. DeMartini garncred 1,922 votes on

the GOP line to MoInerney's 4,777,

17 Information on the consolidation of the Columbus Democrat

ic Union, particularly &as it concerned the Twenty-Second
assembly District and B. Rizzo, was obtained from the Hon.

Stephen C. Sanzillo, Deputy County Clerk of Kings, in an in-
- terview in his office in February of 1962.
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In 1900, the first Italian-American from the new group
of immigrents was chosen for a position of party leadership
and promlnence. Eugene Amelia of the Fourteenth Assembly
Uistrict was chosen by his club to a position on the
County Exeoutive Comnittee of the Republican Party. Aal-
thougi Amelia lasted in that position for only three years,
serving until 1902, his position on the party council at
such an early date was an indication of the growing strength
of the Italian voters, a power particularly felt within the

Republican Party ranks.

Italian Republicans were also active in the Twenty-

Second and Twenty-Third Districts, when in 1905, the

ltalo-american Republican Club was formed by Henry Martone

and P, Niocollola. The organization was located at 199 |

Stone Street, and cRaimed 250 members. It was short-lived,

|
i

however, functioning until 1908. |

buring amella's short turn in political prominence, |
he appeared in 1901 on the Republican ballot in an un- I
guccessful bid for City Magistrate. In a fairly c¢lose
electilion, smellia garnered 13,252 votes to 16,810 for
the vemocratic victor, Brennan. This apnearance of an
Italian on the ballot became more comaonplace, particularly |

among the Republicans.
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In 1902, another Italian-imerican was chosen for a
run in the South Brooklyn-Cobblehill Third Assembly District
This was the same districect in which DeMartini had been beateg
by MoInerney. Thils time, Republiocan R. Scotto was selected
to go against the incumbent in the heavily Democratio
district. The result was a better than two to one defeat
for Scotto as he was able to gather only 1,804 votes to

MoInerney's 4,404.

In 1904, as well, Republican County Committeeman
Gaetano Parlisi was picked to go against Assemblyman John
MoKeown in the 3econd iAssembly District. Parisi also
suffered a defeat at the hands of the Democrat gathering

only 2,355 votes to the incumbent's 5,641.

Results from the Twenty-First aAssembly district in

1904 were much more rewarding form the Republicans, and
for an Italisn in particular. Charles H. Francisco, who
was also engaged in construction, and who lived on Halsey
Street, was successful in his election bid for the Albany
seat. Francisco joined John B. Ferre of the rourteenth
Assembly District who served in theilower house from 1lv02
until 1904, in being the first Italian-ameriecans to serve

in the Assembly from Brooklyn since General Spinola in 189556.
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Franoclsco garnered 8,617 votes beating the Democratic

candidaete Emil Rose who had 7,262.

Franclsco made a re-election bid in this Cripplebush-
Williamsburg district in 19058, but was unsuccessful when
the consistently non-Republiocan distriet reverted to its
old ways and elected Frank E., Harvey, & candidate of the
Municipel Ownership League of William Randolph Hearst.

The League captured five seats in the 1906 State Assembly,
with Francisco's being among them. In the election itself
Francisco polled 5,150 to Harvey's 7,520 and Demoorat
Josephson's 8,699, With this defeat, Francisco retired
from elective politées, and the Italians would have to wait |
for almost two decades before another Assemblyman of

Itelian origin would take his seat in the lower house.

In another race for the iLssembly in 1905, another
italian L.4A. Cavo,made & bid on the Munlocipal Ownership
League line for the Assembly seat in the First Assembly
Digtrict. Cavo came within 898 votes of viecséry in the

cld Sixth Ward area receiving 2,062 votes to Republican

incumbent Thomas O'Neil's 2,960,

Cavo made another bid for the Assembly seat in 1906,

but by this time the third party lost its impaet, and
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Cavo's candidaey was doomed to faillure. He emerged from
the election as a poor third with only 1,676 votes com-
pared to Republican D.H. R&lston's election winning
4,478.

As with Cavo, Italians were not adverse to running
in elections &s the candidates of the many third parties.
In the election of 1906, W. Perine ran for the Assembly
in the Hleventh Assembly district and gathered twenty-three
votes on the Prohibition ticket,

in another election, this one in 1907, FP.C. Pease
ran for the Assembly in the Bwelfth Assembly District.
The candidate of both the Non-Partisan Party and the
Municipal Ownership League, Pe&se was only able to obtain

seventy-nine votes and was even outpolled by the Social-

ist candidate.

By 1910, the regular organizations had been far from
anthusiastic in the receptions given to Itvalian-Americsans
interested in Jjoining the party organization. Italians
on the 210 man Republican County Committee of 1910 number-
ad three: Antonio De Martini of the Third Assembly District|,
W.P. Rae of the Seventeenth Assembly Distriect, and Charles

Francisco of the Twenty-First Assembly District. The Dem-
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ocrats, with 341 men on their County Coumittee, eould point

to but one, former Assemblyman John B. Ferre of the Four-

teeciith Assembly Distriot.

In thecFourteenth Assembly District in the Greeppoint-
Williamsburg District, Republican L. Prudente was badly
beaten by Democratic inocumbent James E. Fay, in the 1909

election. Prudente received 1,246 votes to the winuner's

3,718,

The Demooratic bal.ots began to open for the Italians,

however, as in 1988, PFP.C.J. Tessaro made an attempt to

capture the Senatorial 8eat in the Tenth Sen&atorisal Dis-
trict. The run by Tessaro marked the first time that &an
ltalian-American made a bid for elective oftice from the
East New York area. 1In his unsuccecessful attempt, Tessaro

received 11,301 votes to RHepublican Charles Alt's 15, 749.

If the Italian-Americeans could not fare well at the
ballot box, they were able to receive some assistance in
the form of politiocal patronage. When the political clouds
were beginning to look dark for them, Francis L. Corrao
was given one of the first political pay-offs. This would
take their minds off some of the pain that they hed been

suffering.



56

although the number of Italien-American political
clubs established before 1910 seemed notable, there was
actually little durablility to most of them, to say nothing
of their virtual polisidal sterility.

By 1910, however, and continuing inte the second
decade of the Twentieth Century, the number of cluba
increased, only to become gradually absorbed by the older
lnstitutions of the parties., With this absorption would
come an 1lnercase in power and prestige for the Italian

political lesders, and their causes.
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Chapter &

Years of Growth

By 1910, there were only four italian Americéan
political clubs of importance in Brooklyn. In short time,
however, there would be a ftremendous inerease in the number
of these olubs that would bring the total to nine by 1911,
and would increase it to eleven by 1913, accordiag to the

Brooklyn Eagle Almanac's listing of these Italian societies.

The Italian-Ameriecans began feeling their political
strength, became more fully aware of the political inequit-
ies under the existing system, and they began to exercise
their feelings tarough the political e¢lubs. The failure of
the major political parties to accomddate to the new element
in the community, partfcularly the regular Democratic org-
anization, would no doubt play a role in the movement of
the warly lItalians to the Republican Party. The late start

of the Demoeratic Party would be made up for in later times

however, by a rapid and thorough accomodation to the Ital-
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ian voters. The aceomodation would be arrived at whth a

great deal of diffioculty,

Clearly by 1910 Itelian leaders within the organization

would be found in the Republican Party almost exclusively,
with the awakening of the Democratic Party still to come.
No small part in the awakening of the Democrats to the
potential strength of Republicanism in New York among the
Itallaeans was played by a young Republiean upstart from the
heavily Iltalian East Side of Manhattan. Fiorello LaGuardia,
wWho would run on several tickets, among them the Socialist
and Fusion labels, made Democratic leaders aware of certain
political realities when he defeated Michael Farley in a
'safe' Démocratic district and was eledted to the United
States House of Representatives. LeaGuardiat's victory, almg
with that of Russian born Soclalist Meyer London's in 1914,
in immigrant districts of Southern Furopeans and Eeastern
Zuropeans clearly demonstrated the determination of the

newer lmulgrants to elect men from their own backgrounds as

well as of their own beliefs.

Italian clubs still continued to multiply, with one

of the newer ones in Brooklyn being E. Martonet's Democratioc
Club at 161 Bridge Street. Formed under the leadership of

Hehry (Enrico) Martone, the naming of the c¢lub demonstrates
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the fascination of many e&arly lmmigrant political leaders
to have themselves immortalized before their earthly de-
parture. Martone's club lasted many years, and would,
twenty years later, play a part in the formation of the

last 8f the Italian political unions in Brooklyn, the

Mike Lasursa Assoclation.

Another new club was the Franklin Civic Club of S.L.
Testa, located at 97 Pine Street, and formed in 191i. The

T esta ¢lub did not endorse a political party, but preferred

to contribute thelr political strength in a non-partisan

manner, acting as a presgsure group on behalf of the interests

of the Italians in the ares.

another club was organized at 175 Central Avenue under
Ur. Calgoero Giovinco. Incorporated on August 20, 1909
8as the Itallan Central Ameriocan Democratic Club, 1t came

into full operation in 1910 in the furthering of the

Democratic Party among the Italian voters.

The Italian Democratic Club of the Second Assembly
District was organized in 1911 under Dr. Louls Lapetina.
The élub operated from headquarters &t 121 Sands Street.
The eneroachment of the Democrats into the Second Assembly

District did not go unchecked, however, as the Republican
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Party offered its opposition in the pursuit of Italian
| votes. Under the leadership of N. Molinari, the Itallan
Labor Republican Society of the Second Assembly iDistrict

began operations from Main an@€ York Streets.

By 1911, Antonio DeMartini would make another attempt
for political office, this one am unsuccessful as the.bid_.fo
State assembly, an office denied to him by the voters in
| 1898, Running in South Brooklyn's Forty-Fourth Aldermanic
Distriot, DeMartini lost to Frank Cunningham, a powerful
| leader in Democratic politios in thilis area for many ye&ars to
come. The result was & orushing defeat for the Italian, sas
he lost by & better than two to one margin, garnering 1,972

votes t0 Cunningham's 4,171.

The Italisn movements within the political sphere were
greatly aided by the birth of the National Progressive
| Party. Theodore Roosevelt's Bull Moosers bolted the Repub-
lican Party in 1912 when Wiliiam Howard Taft was renominated
. for the ofiice of President instead of the extremely popular

Roosevelt. Teddy's third party movement developed so rapidl?

that there were few entrenched politiocians within the party'%
hierarchy. 48 & result, it was poscible for aspirants to
avold fighting a powerful machine. The Progressives, there-

fore, became a vehicle B8r many freshmen denied positions
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within the two ma jor parties. In New York City, this was
;espeoially true for the politieal aspirants of the immigrant
groups, the rising social and political forces within the
communiiy. In addition, the Progressive Party with its im-
| pact upon the political scene, forced the acceleration of
jmany'democratizing processes within the established parties
themselves. <There can be little doubt that the generally
astute leaders of the Democratic Party in Brooklyn, partic-
ularly John MeQooey, were aware of seversl accomodations

that would nave to be made in giew of the complexities giwen

politics in the borough.

Almost immediately Italian-Ameriocens beceme involved in
| the Progressive movement. In the Tenth Senatorial Distriect,
T.J. Trapani of 188 New Jersey Avenue outdrew the opposition
of the Republican party in the Senatorial seat from the
Bushwick area. ‘[rapani received 9,333 votes as contrasted
to 12,546 votes for the victorious uJemocrat, H.H. Torberg,

The Republican, C.J. Moore received 8,041.

In 1914, J. Ferrara was chosen as Distriet Leader in
the Seventh Assembly District, and by the next year, M.L.
Lentino held the same position in the Second iAssembly Dis-
trict., Trapani, the defeated sSenatorial candidate weas

also involved in the party's aiffairs, as a delegate to the
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New York State Executive Comuittee from the Twenty-Second
Kings County Assembly Distriet in 1914, 1915 and 1916.

In 1917, Trapani was elected Secretary %o the state execus$

tive comnittee.

Another Italian, A. DePiano was also a member of the
state executive committee, holding the position In 1916

from the Thirteenth Assemvly District.

Bull Mooser L.J. Perasso ran a close election race in
19138 for the Assembly seat in the Thirteenth Assembly Dis-
trict. Perasso, running in the Easgt New York-Bushwick-
Ridgewood area lost by less than 150 votes as he ran on
the Republican and Independence League lines as.well.

The vote for Assemblyman Kramer was 3,308, while Perasso

received 3,162.

Progressivite L.M. Barbieri made a very poor showing
in nis bid for the Assembly seat from Brooklyn's Third

Assembly District. Barbierit's poor showing in the election

demonstrated the failure of the Progressives to run well

without Roosevelt at the head of the ticket. Progressive
candlidates began to suffer from the lack of strong organiza

tion, and Barbierl demonstreted this as he was able to
gather three percent of the total vote. He received 177

votes 10 Demooratic Assemblymen Taylord8 winning 3,559, and
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barely outpolled the Socialist.

In the Seventh Senatorial Distriot, the Progressives

nomin&ted 1n 1914 an Italian-American for & position at the

New York State Consitutional Convention. J.P.Pinna, run-

ning in a field of twelve for three seats finished a
lowly tenth. Although Pinna's showing relative to the entine

field was poor, he did finisa more than one hundred votes

ahead of the oclosest Bull Mooser, and that with a total of
only 772.

The election of 1917 marked the last Brooklyn appear-
ance of the Progres:zthve Party of Teddy Roosevelt on the
ballot. When Teddy endorsed the candidacy of Charles
Bvans Hughes, the Republican eandidate for President in

1986, the Nationeal Progressives were all but finished.

As the Democrats and Republicans adopted the program
of the Progressives, and began to capture its supporters,
the question was purely academic as to the extent of time

it would take for the Bull Moosers to pass from the polit-

ical scene.

In & race for the iunicipal Court Hudgeship in the
Seventh Judicial vistrict, the Progressives nominated S.J.

Trapanli. The showing of Trapanl was very poor in an elect-
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ion marked as well by the appearance of an Italian-American
running on the Soclalist ticket. The top three can<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>